[Gastroenteritis caused by Salmonella from pet snakes].
A Salmonella subspecies associated with reptiles (Salmonella enterica subspecies diarizonae) was isolated from the stool of a 19-year-old man with gastroenteritis. The same species was isolated from stool and urine samples taken from terraria found in the home of the patient's parents where snakes were kept. A high percentage of reptiles in the wild and in captivity are asymptomatic carriers of Salmonella species that can be transmitted to humans who come in contact with these animals. Unlike in the United States of America, for example, cases of reptile-associated infections have scarcely been published in the Netherlands and targeted information on the risk of infection is lacking. Because the popularity of exotic pets--and thereby the risk of infection--is increasing in The Netherlands, targeted information for veterinarians, traders and owners of exotic pets is warranted to prevent reptile-associated salmonellosis.